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Passing the Gavel

Best wishes for a Happy
New Year to all of our
Lake Michigan Post
Members! As we recover
from the holiday break,
and get back to work, I’'m
happy to report that there
is a tremendous amount
of activity and excitement
about the programs and

I finish my tour as
Sident, I want to say
thank you to our wonderful
leadership team. They are
the folks who work tirelessly
each month behind the
scenes to ensure our Post’s
success... As | turn over the
gavel, 1 want to thank you new initiatives that are
for giving me the opportunity planned for the coming
to serve.” ) year in our Post.

Capt_ Robert Gibbs, 2007 On behalf of the entire Board, I'd like to thank
President, S.AM.E. Lake members for allowing us to lead the Post in the

Michigan Post coming year, and thank Captain Gibbs for leaving
the Post in such good shape.

Just to provide a little taste of things to come, this year for the first time we are planning to host a two
and a half day Design/Build conference presented jointly with the Chicago Post and specialists from the
national office of S.A.M.E. Raj Rajaram will take charge of the planning and logistics for this conference
scheduled for summer of 2008. A date between June and September will be finalized soon. Our Readiness
Committee, led by Anthony Bilotti, has prepared a survey for all members. In this way we will collect
information to be placed in a database that will enable us to quickly tap into our Post’s internal expertise
in the event of an emergency. This survey will be distributed via e-mail, at our meetings, and available
on our website.

We have a new Chairperson of our Young Members Committee, Andrew Bergholz, who along with LTJG
Nathan Cross will be organizing events specifically aimed at our younger (under age 35) members. We
welcome Robert Leick who has joined our Programs Committee. Our Yellow Ribbon Committee is under
the new (since October 2007) leadership of Jim Powell.

Our February 14, 2008 luncheon meeting will feature Drew Orsinger of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, speaking on water security issues. Please be on the lookout for information on our Small
Business Expo planned for spring of 2008. And, of course, we will continue with our educational
presentations at our regular, second Thursday of every month, luncheons and the distribution of PDHs to
all those attending.

Remember, all of these activities are organized by volunteers. So, in order to continue the strong
programs, grow our membership, host a successful golf outing to raise scholarship funds, take part in
Math Counts competitions, gather supplies for our Yellow Ribbon Committee, facilitate educational and
interesting presentations, put out a regular newsletter, we need your help! Don’t be shy, you’ll find that
all of the Board members are ready and willing to help members get involved. And best of all I guarantee
that you will find the rewards that come from volunteering well worth the effort. I look forward to
serving you, participating in all of the great activities planned for 2008. If you wish to contact me | can
e reached at johno@fgmarchitects.com. John Ochoa, S.A.M.E. Lake Michigan Post President
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Encourage Others to Join

Visit Our Website for Updates & Committee Contacts

Info http://www.same-lakemichigan.org/
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